
“It’s Being Done”
Academic Success  

in Unexpected Schools

Karin Chenoweth

Harvard Education Press

Cambridge, MAssachusetts



Copyright © 2007 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval 
systems, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Library of Congress Control Number 2006939814

Paperback ISBN 978-1-891792-39-7
Library Edition ISBN 978-1-891792-40-3

Published by Harvard Education Press, 
an imprint of the Harvard Education Publishing Group

Harvard Education Press
8 Story Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Cover Design: Alyssa Morris
Cover Photo: Molly Roberts

Pictured on the cover are Tony Levato (left) and Amairany Santos  
of Frankford Elementary School in Frankford, Delaware.

The typefaces used in this book are Adobe Minion Pro for text  
and Castle for display.



Contents

		
		  Acknowledgments    vii

	 	 Foreword    ix 
	 	 Kati Haycock

		  Introduction    1

	 1	 SPELUNKING THROUGH THE DATA    5

	 2	 FRANKFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    15
	 	 Frankford, Delaware

	 3	 UNIVERSITY PARK CAMPUS SCHOOL    23
		  Worcester, Massachusetts	

	 4	 OAKLAND HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    35
	 	 Russellville, Arkansas

	
	 5	 ELMONT MEMORIAL JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL    47
		  Elmont, New York

	 6	 LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    59
		  Mount Vernon, New York	

	 7	 DAYTON’S BLUFF ACHIEVEMENT PLUS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    73
	 	 St. Paul, Minnesota

	
	 8	 CENTENNIAL PLACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    87
		  Atlanta, Georgia	



	 9	 LAPWAI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    101
		  Lapwai, Idaho

	 10	 GRANGER HIGH SCHOOL    113
		G  ranger, Washington

	 11	 M. HALL STANTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    125
		  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

	 12	 WEST JASPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    139
		  West Jasper, Alabama	

	 13	 EAST MILLSBORO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL    153
		  East Millsboro, Delaware	

	 14	 CAPITOL VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL	    163
	 	 Atlanta, Georgia

	 15	 PORT CHESTER MIDDLE SCHOOL    175
		  Port Chester, New York

	 16	 THE BENWOOD INITIATIVE    189
		  Chattanooga, Tennessee

		CONCLU  SION:  WHAT CAN WE LEARN?    213

		  About the Author    229

		I  ndex    231


